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Order of service for the first Sunday of Advent 

Streamed live at https://www.stbeespriory.org.uk/ 

10.30am Sunday 29th November 2020 

(Hymns can be found as separate videos on the 

church website) 

 

O come, O come Emmanuel 

 

1 O come, O come Emmanuel, 

 redeem thy captive Israel, 

 that into exile drear is gone, 

 far from the face of God’s dear son.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

 shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

2 O come, thou branch of Jesse, draw 

 the quarry from the lion's claw; 

from the dread caverns of the grave, 

from nether hell, thy people save. 

 Refrain  

 

3 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright. 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 

and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

Refrain 

 

4 O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key. 

The royal door fling wide and free; 

safeguard for us the heavenward road, 

and bar the way to death's abode. 

Refrain 

 

5 O come, O come, Adonai, 

who in thy glorious majesty 

from that high mountain clothed in awe, 

gavest thy folk the elder Law. 

Refrain 

 

Latin 13th century, translated by T. A. 

Lacey (1853-1931) 

© Oxford University Press 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free, 

 from our fears and sins release us, 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art; 

 dear desire of every nation, 

 joy of every longing heart. 

 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child and yet a king, 

 born to reign in us for ever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

Welcome – Reverend Becky Gibbs 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle & Prayer of 

Preparation 

Lord Jesus, Light of the world, 

born in David's city of Bethlehem, 

born like him to be a king: 

Be born in our hearts this Christmas-tide, 

be king of our lives today. 

Amen 

 

The Summary of the Law 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as 

yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than 

these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets. 

Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

Invitation to Confession 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence 

and faith. cf John 1.23 
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Silence for reflection 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations 

into the peace of your kingdom: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

You come in word and sacrament 

to strengthen us in holiness: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

You will come in glory 

with salvation for your people: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse you from your sins, 

and restore you in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect for the first Sunday in Advent. 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 

great humility;  

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Gospel reading – Mark 13:24-end 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Mark 

Glory to you O Lord 
24  in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in 

clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 

of heaven. 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 

branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 

you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you 

see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things 

have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, 

neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not 

know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 

his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.” 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily 

 

Intercessions 

 

In the power of the spirit let us pray to the Lord 

 

Everlasting Lord, as we come before you at the 

beginning of the season of Advent, we ask you to 

prepare us for the coming of your son, raised by a 

human family. We pray for your blessing on all who 

lead, preach and teach, especially for our own 
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ministers here in St Bees as they guide us in our 

spiritual and worldly journey through Advent. 

 

Lord in your mercy    

Hear our prayer. 

 

We ask for your blessing on families everywhere, as 

they struggle with the demands of a very different 

Christmas. In your name, help us to calm worries 

and to focus on a gentle Christmas where all are 

valued and loved whether they are physically 

present or not. 

 

Lord in your mercy    

Hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, we pray for those who are ill, in 

hospital or at home. We bring before you those 

struggling with depression or despair. Comfort and 

heal those who suffer and bring strength and hope 

to their carers. In a moment of silence we 

remember all those who are ill or who have recently 

died. 

 

Lord in your mercy    

Hear our prayer. 

Our final prayer is adapted from the 2016 Christian 

Aid Advent service in Winchester Cathedral. 

 

God of all light and life, 

In the dark of a winter's night, 

And amidst the suffering of so many, 

We curse the darkness and light a flame of hope. 

Many lives over the world have been cut short, 

But our hope is in you. 

We wait with confidence that you will come, 

That love and justice will triumph, 

According to the will of your son, 

And in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Merciful Father 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 

Introduction to the Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us share with one another words and signs of 

peace. 

 

Preparation of the table 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before 

us; 

nourish your people with the word of life 

and the bread of heaven. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you       

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

    

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation. 

in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away you did not reject us, 

but came to meet us in your Son. 

You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 

that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross 

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 

at supper with his friends 

he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 

 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, 
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which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 

 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in 

glory, 

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

With your whole Church throughout the world 

we offer you this sacrifice of praise 

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven: 

Hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world, 

grant us your peace. 

 

Invitation to Share 

We draw near in Faith, to one another and to You 

our Lord and share in this spiritual banquet in your 

presence in our hearts. 

(You then take communion on behalf of your people) 

 

Prayer after Communion 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

That, when he shall appear, he may not find us 

sleeping in sin 

but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

 

Dismissal 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you 

and scatter the darkness from before your path; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you,  

now and always 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you and all those 

you love and pray for now and always. 

Amen. 

 

As we await our coming Saviour, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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